' every county the American Tobacce
Company had certain men to whom it
paid better prices than to the average
man, Mr. Clay was such a man in
Bourbon county. His wealth and
prestige made him a man that the
American Tobacco Company wanted
to keep out of the farmers’ movements
for better prices. It is told on good
authority that an American Tobacco
Company buyer said that they were
{nstructed to give Mr. Clay good prices.
A Bourbon county farmer says that
on one occasion he and Mr, Clay de-
livered tobacco at the same time at
the same warehouse and that Mr. Clay
received several cents more per pound
for his tobacco than this farmer re-
ceived. The farmer protested and re-
ceived the reply. “When you get in
Mr. Clay’s position you can command
large prices too.”

Trust Patronizes the Influential.

A State Senator says that he re-
ceived so much better prices for his
tobacco than his neighbors received
that he was often asked to sell other
men’s tobacco in his name and that ke
did so sell it. The American Tobacco
Company ig conscious that it needs the
influence of prominent men and it is
willing to pay the price—to some di-
rectly, to others indirectly. These men
have been paid for their influence
whether they realize it or not and if
the tobacco i not pooled this year
they will be further paid.

Those who are advocating organiza-
tion for better prices for tobacco an-
swer Mr. Clay’s claim that the Ameri-
can Tobacco Company has always paid
him satisfactory prices’' by ~admitting
the eclaim. They accept Mr. Clay’s
statement that he got fancy prices
without the pool, But they contend:
First, that the American Tobacco
Company was buying, however uncon-
sciously to Mr. Clay,- Mr. Clay's in-
fluence, not his tobacco; second, that
the American Tobacco Company did
not pay the average man in proportion
to what Mr, Clay received, and that
this movement is made for the benefit
of the average man,

Returns Per Acre.

Mr. Clay expresses himself as well
content with the returns per acre that
he has received from his lands. Mr.
Clay owns a tract of land that cannot
be equalled by cix other tracts of the
same size in Kentucky or elsewhere.

He has sufficlent virgin soil to raise|

tobacco for twenty years without ever
planting it twice on the same land.
The yield in pounds is so large, so far
above the average, as to produce %
large increase even at a low price per
pound,

Further Evidence of Favoritism.

Further evidence that Mr, Clay has
been favored in prices by the American
Tobacco Company is the fact that
while his land makes a Heavy yield the
tobacco is heavier, darker and of
coarser texture than the hill county
tobaccos. Mr. Clay says his tobacco

sold througa the pool, (graded on a|thig sum is to be shortly increased by |

basis of 17 cents for an average crop)
for 1659-100 cents per pounds. Mr.
Clay’s tobacco then must have been

something below the average for the only above the average price that Mr. |

entire district. The writer of this
knows of Mason county crops that

vold for 27 cents through the pool and |every other man in the pool has been |

of Owen county crops that sold for 3
cents.- Now while Mr, Clay wag get-
ting 10 cents, 11 cents, 121 cents per
pound for his below-the-average-in-
quality tobacco, these hill county men
were getting 6 cents, 7 cents and 8
cents for the best tobacco grown, light
in color, fine in texture and satiny in
surface. Mr, Clay should not have con-
fined his investigations to his own
neighborhood nor to Bourbon county.

Mr. Clay is asked to join thig move-
ment not for his own protection, the
trust will take care of him, but for the
protection of his industrial class—for
the common good. Or if in kindness,
Mr. Clay wants to help others let him
take the prices for the same grade that
the average mag receives and let the
average man receive Mr. Clay’s prices.
Let Mr. Clay take the price that is
paid the man with five acres of tobac-
co, a calf and a mule colt to sell and
whose wife sellg all the eggs and chick-
ens to buy a few cottonades to carry
the family over the summer.
Testimony of Well-known Tobacconist,

On August 14, 1908, Mr; H. H. Hoff-
man, formerly o fthe Bodman aWre-
house, writes: ‘“As a tobacco mer-
chant who has been connected with the
Cincinnati tobacco intérests for the
past forty years, I will state that dur-
ing the past seven years the farmers
were fortunate to receive an average
collectively of 7% cents a pound.”

On November 16, 1908, Mr. Hoffman
writes Miss Lloyd:

“I have read several of your letters
published in the newspapers carefully
and with great pleasure, for being ful-
ly conversant wita the tobacco trade in
all its branches, I know that you have
given facts, which cannot be contra-
dicted. I am in hearty accord with
the Burley Tobacco Society and know
that without it the growers of tobacco
would have received a starving price
for their product.”

This would seem to be expert testi-
mony,

Buyers' Testimony.

An American Tobacco Company buy-
er told the writer of’ this taat the
lowest average he ever paid for a pur-
chase was 6 cents and tne highest
average was 9 cents and this highest
average only one year. Now Mr. Clay
got $11.99 clear of all expense after
deducting shrinkage and interest on
what could not have been more than
an average crop since he says it sold
for $16.59 per hundred on a basis of |
17 cents for an average crop. If the|
highest average paid by the Amgrican
Tobacco Company was 9 cents, has
not the peol been a magnificent suc-
cesg if it secures above all costs after
deducting shrinkage and interest $11.99
per hundred for an average crop?

Mr. Toewater's Testimony,

As to what the American Tobaceco
Company was paying, Mr, Toewater's
testimony should be valuable., Mr.
Toewater told Mr. M. C. Rankin, Com-
missioner of Agriculture, that they
were grading tobacco on a basis of 8
cents for an average crop and that 8
cents was emough. American Tobacco
Company officials are quoted ag saying
that they made a mistake in adopting
an 8 cents basis, that if they had used
= 10 cent basis this revolt would never

have come.

e

been accompanied by mOT® T4 4€
order and discord. e WOURQ Hot ask
the labor clement to fores® the bene.
fits of the labor unions DeCAUSe some
of the more violent nalurés among
them have been guilty of infractions
of the law. We guage the Worth of
organization by the sum total of itg
results. It is the man who puts him.
self directly across the path of a for-
ward movement who is respousible for
friction and disorder.

But having demonstrated the power
of organization to secure Detter priceg
for tobacco, organization should mever
again experience the resistance that
generates friction. e

There has been a vast deal said
about “rights under law What about
the rights that the law is 28 yet pow-
erless to protect? Are all the rights
of men under our rapidly changing
conditions yet secured t0 them“ by the
law? A good definition Of “rights”
would be very useful in the furtaer
consideration of this subject. Order
is a good thing unless it be the order
of the graveyard—the order of stag-
nation and decay—the loss of a sense
of better things—the loss of the power
of resistance.

Tenants and Laber Have Left State.

Mr. Clay stated that tehants and
laborers have left the stale, Inquiry
fails to ascertain the name and the
'numbers of these emigrants. Ask
every farmer you meet {rom Whatever
county he may come and léarn if you
can to what extent this allegation of
emigration of labor and tenants is sup-
ported by tne facts. It is true, how-
ever, that if pool prices can be kept
up, al] will be back that have left and
others will come with them.

We don’t want farm prices so low
that the tenant can't get out of the
state if he wants to get out.
To Raise the Price Is to

Territory.

The growers in the Burléy belt are
advised to continue to oW tobacco
for the bare necessaries of life because
if the price be made profitable others
|will be encouraged to raise tobacco.
[Why should the farmers in the old
{Burley belt raise tobacco at a price so
|low taat others will not grow it? Must
we keep the price so low that it will
not pay other people to raise it?
| Shall we raise wheat at 60 cents per
bushel to keep other people from rais-
dng it?

The present plans of the Burley To-
|bacco Society are so to back up their
|organization with capital that the ter-
lritory will not be extended, The
{growers within the organization will
isell for a profilable pricc and the
fgrowers on the outside will have to
|hold,

] Pcol Did Not Pay.

| But after al] tne crowning argument
iis that the pool did not pay. It did
not accomplish the purpose of its or-
iganization, Mr, Clay states that he
‘has received clear of all expenses

Increase

more I”a.. r

Strongest Moral and
i the S
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Gentlemen:-—My . interest in your
movement was born of a profound be-
Hef in the solidarity of the race, tae
brotherhood of man, if you will par-
don the trite phrases, and that “No
man liveth to himself alone.” The
highest values in life come not more,
not even go much, from what a man
has in bank to his credit as from the
conditions by which he is surrounded.
If the masses of the farming classes
are reduced to the condition of a rest-
less peasantry, if they are conditioned
In ignorance and poverty, the reflex
influence is to subtract from the values
of life to the man who, having much
in bank, lacks the uplifting influence
of a thrifty, prosperous community.

For the stronger element to sur-
render farm life rather than to make
the fight for economic freedom may
be only to find itself in the condition
of Paris in '93. The Fabian system is
only a temporizing policy—socner or
jlater the fight must be made to tane
finish. The masses must be built up
or they will tear down. The problem
of illiteracy in our-state is very largely
an economic problem. Of course the
two causes act and react the one upon
the other and are mutually cause and
effect, My faita in the people and in
the possibilities they represent has
never wavered, The opportunity in
leading them in this movement is to
you not less a high privilege than a
sacred duty.

* *, L

The Burley Tobacco Society should
vindicate itself before the people of
this state and of the United States
as the cleanest, bravest, highest-mind-
ed body of men in Kentucky—the
cleanest body of men that ever led a
reform, the freest from self-seeking
and from using the weakness of the
weak for the aggrandizement of the
strong. The Burley Tobacco Society
should be and can be the strongest
moral and educational force in tae
state, since education is a matter of
knowing what one wants and how to
f:tt ilt rather than of reading Greek and

n.

- - .

It {s a matter of the deepest pride
with me, ag I am sure it is with you,
that the society remain free from

:810.90 on his pooled tobacco and that

|one-tenth which will make over and
{above all expenses including shrink-
lage and interest, $11.95. This is not

{Clay has been getting by bhis
{statement, but toe best of it is that

{paid on the same basis. Mr. Clay's
javerage has not been reduced and tae
'genera] average has been brought up
which is a matter that every lover of
his kind wil! appreclate,

Mr. Clay says that his tenants who
did not go into the pool got more than
those who did go in. That is to say
itnat those who staid out sold earlier
ion the market made by those who
{went in. But somebody had to g0 in
to make the market. Ought not al!
{to go in together and share alike? Will
|those who staid out last time now take
|turn about and make the market for
the others to sell on?

Mr. Clay says he lost the profit on
his 1908 crop. Since the trust paid
ihim pool prices before the pool was
{formed this may be true: put the man
who cleared $11.99 above al charges
did not lose th®e profit on hig 1908 erop
sold at trust prices, If the profit on
a pound of tobacco sold at § cents is
1 cent, the profit on a pound sold at 11
cents clear of expenses is 4 cents, and
by selling one crop at 11 cents clear
of all expenses the grower made the
profit on four crops and saved his land
and his labor,

While Mr. Clay claimg that he has
not been benefited by the pool, he can-
not show that he is injureq; whaile in-
stead of injuring others it has increas-
ed their earning power by 100 to sev-
eral hundred per cent anq it has en-
hanced, the value of farm lands from
25 per cent to 50 per cent If the les-
son it hag taught tobaceo growers that
they alone are responsible for arbi-
trarily low prices for their product is
counted at its full worth, the benefits
of the pool can scarcely he conceived
much less calculated

; Labor, Unemployed, :

Toere seems no wel] founded facts
for Mr. Clay's statement that much
labor was thrown out of employment
and forced to leave. Qp the contrary
farmers say that there was more legiti-
mate farming done in 1908 tham for
years before. They say fences were
built and repaired; gates hung, ponds
and pools built and cleaned out,
fvashes filled up and a general repair-
ing and improveing done, NoO one
has heard of a specific instance of un-
employed farm labor forced to go else-
where to find work.

Largest Buyer Lgst.

Mr. Clay eomplains that our largest
buyer has been driven from the field.
What do we want with a puyer avho is
a dictator? What is the ecomfort in
being told that the buyer can’t take
time to look at your tohaceco but to
send it in, he will give you what it is
worth. Mr. Clay may regret the ab-
sent trust field Luyer; but the average
man takes another view of {t, What
do you want with a buyer to brow beat
you? .

Mr, Clay fears lest the giving of
our tobacco into th: uands of the Bur
ley Tobacco Society to se) for us will
not develop independenc and , re-
sourcefulness, Did the tryst fleld buy-
er develop manhood? 1t shed man-
hood until spirited men gig not want
to meet the buyer. Just s well dele-
gate the management ¢ your
ness to men of your own choosin

wheels within wheels, petty jealousies.
|party factions and all those things that
{tend to divide, to discredit and to de-
{feat, The Burley Tobaceo Society
{should be the salt that stops tae putri

faction of practices large and small

OWD [that have robbed our state, more than |

lany other one cause, of its erstwhile
prestige. May the salt never lose its
{savor.

i All that the Burley Tobacco Society
}set out to accomplish, and vastly more,
jcan be accomplished if you can suc-
iceed in arousing the best intelligence,
|integrity and business capacity of to-
ibaceo growers, A quickened mind,
stirred out of the ruts, becomes more
alive to all truth, so that in preach-
ing this particular reform you prepare
the soil for other forward movements.

* w, L

Ag I read the papers and note tne
unceasing activity of the opposition,
I feel not less than I have always felt
that you must get the ear of the gen-
eral public if yon succeed as you hope
to succeed. The principles that le
at the foundation of this movemen:
will ultimately triumph whether this
generation lives to see the triumph or
not. But if you who have undertakcn
tne work wish to be present at the
final victory, you cannot disregard the
power of the press.

The misconceptions of the public and
the strategy of the opposition are still
much in evidence. I am not without
the profoundest convictions of the
significance of this movement far be-
yond the confines of the tobacco grow-
ing interests. I am as convinced as
ever of the power of public opinion
and of the possibility of securing its
influence for the support of this move-
ment, Ultimately the principle which
thig movement represents will prevail
and will be as firmly entrenched in
public opinion as the principle of man-
hood suffrage; the present desideratum
h

in which Bourbon county gave way to
the requests of the organized grow-
ers, It is greatiy to the credit of the
good people of Bourbon county that
they did recognize a higher right than
\a legal right. To their everlasting
credit be it spoken.
Hopes For Competition,

Mr. Clay hopes for an increase in
competition in the tobacco business.
Upon what does he base his hope when
the monopoly grows stronger year by
year? As well hope for competition
in the oil or steel business, The grow-
ers are confronted with a present sit-
uation.

Results of Free Speech,

After having delivered nimself in
full Mr. Clay has not adduced one argu-
ment that hag not hitherto been met.
The fact still remaing that the Ameri-
can Tobacco Company has a practical
monopoly of the tobacco trade, and
that like other human institutions it
will make as much of the opportunity
as possible. TUnmolested it will re-
duce the price of tobacco to the mini-
mum wage.

The farmers’ remedy is in concerted
action—pool the tobacco and meet a
single seller wita a single buyer, The
price and the time of selling will be
satisfactory in proportion to the num-
ber that go into the pool, If all go in
the price will be good and the time
of waiting short, Stand together for
the good of each and particularly for
the poor man who most peeds protec-

ho jtion..

““The Burley Tobacco Society Should Be and Caw Be the

(Extracts from a Letter Received by t he Executive Committee of the Burley
. Tobacco- Society.)

Educational Force in »
tate.”’

ey 1 AR O

iis to use it now to facilitate your
work. .

* - *

I am more and more sure that ignor-
ance and misapprehension from the
highest tanks to the lowest are the!
main obstacles in the way of this
movement as they are in the way of
all forward movements. Selfishness
and narrow-mindedness are only ex-
pressions of ignorance, so I include
then in the term, I still would ask
for the masses of the people a clean
shufle and a square deal, not forget-
ting that their own blindness quite
as much as the selfishness of the
stronger forces, prevents their coming
into their own.

I could therefore earnestly wish that
the man for whom I have long looked
could be found, whose powers of logic |
and persuasion coupled with full|
knowledge and a nice discretion coull
so present the truth as to unite dis
cordant elements, I hope the paper
contemplated by some of your number |
will prove a direct, rapid and effective |
medium of communication with those
who should be reached. There Iis
something in the human mind that re-
sponds to the truth so presented as to
be grasped, so that the mind comes to
recognize it as‘truah.

{ The people can be trusted with the
whole truth in promoting any righte-
ous cause. Partial truth may be dan-
gerous; but waen the normal mind
gets a fact in all its bearings and rela-
tions it will make proper use of it.
Constant drilling will at last penetrate
the walls of mistaken self-interest, sel-
fishness, prejudice and preconceived
opinion,

For this reason I earnestly desire
that some one who grasps the true
ethical, economic and, ultimately, po-
litical significance of this movement
may become its spokesman, The peo-
ple are without a comprehensive view
of the subject and need to be taught.
The newg columns of the daily and
weekly press indicate that the enemy
is not sleeping. The ignorance of the
masseg is the enemles’ strongest
|weapon. The people have been duped
land led to untll they do not know
{whom to believe. Their salvation, all
salvation, depends upon teaching them
data from which to make their own
judgments. The great saying of alll
[the ages is: “The truth shall make!
|you free.”
| - - *

I am not without appreciation of the
istifling influence of the actual and the
concrete against which you must con-
tend in the hand to hand and face to
face practical work of this movement.
{There are no doubt times when the
fires of enthusiasm for the ideal burns
low in the exhausted receiver of bodily
I!fatigue and the narrowness of many
iwith whom you must deal You can
|no doubt appreciate the remark of a
ifriend of mine who said he enjoyed
iwork for foreign missions more tnan

{the home mission work because he did
inot in the foreign work encounter in- |
gratitude at suca short range. While
I beg for you not only the supporting
%assurance that you have served the
ipeople well, but some mead of grati-
{tude from the people elso, yet I con
gratulate you upon having the strength
of soul that can brook ingratitude, and
if you must suffer it, can still ho
serene in the knowledge of a work
well done,

]

* » .

One more thing I may say with the
greatest trepidation and yet ! hope
that if it should be said, the right
man will be found whose courage and
candor are equal to the duty, I nope
no advocate for the tobacco growers
will exact from the tobacco organiza-
tion as a debt for his services, support
in any race for office, If two equally/
worthy candidates present themselves, |
naturally it would be a duty and a
pleasure to vote for the one who had
done most for you. But the first claim
of any candidate for public seryice
should be his fitness to perform the
service, Other claims and relations
must be secondary. I fear we have
lost much in Kentucky by putting per-
sonal considerations before the public
good. Some of the strongest, best edi-
tors of the state, who want to see tae
tobacco organizations succeed, look
with apprehension upon a possible
gituation in which some one may claim
for himself the vote of the tobacco
growers on the grounds of his former
service to them, when some one eise
is available who would better serve
the state and as well serve the tobacco
interests,

I shall watch the pooling campaign
with interest and snall hope to see
vour fullest expectations realized., 1
shall be greatly disappointed if vou do
not pool at least 75 per cent of the
1509 crop, It seems to me tha: with
2 strong educational campaign a much
larger percent should be pooled.

. “Soldiers, forty centuries look down
upon you,” said Napoleon at the battle
of the Pyramids, and the legions of
France, answering with a shout, rush.
ed on to victory. Twice thirty cen-
turies have waited for an achievemen:
that rivals yours, and the eyes of all
the world, some in confident hope, the
majority in doubt .are turned to watch
the final issue. “Your task is too
great,” say the doubters; besides thay
add, “Can any good thing come out
of Nazareth?” The word of these
jeering skeptics fire my soul with the
consuming desire that you, men of
Kentucky, will disprove them; angd as
the best thing that ever came to earth
came out of Nazareth, may this unique
thing, this good thing be perfected in

Kentueky, I!ﬂil

our much maligned, over-conservative |
. spite of the

will all come to na _

laid the British lion at r feet, but
internal strife will rend them.” The
pages of nistory too plainly show that
these doubts were not altogether
groundless. In the ‘earliest days it
was the towering soul of a Franklin
that rose in grandeur and in majesty
above the storm and saved the frail
ship of State from the rocks of augry
and contending opinion . Later, a great
Kentuckian, who would rather be rizht
than president, twice composed the
differences of contending sections, and
for a time averted the awful disaster
of civil discord and of internecine
war,

: have

» * *

We shudder whén we recall what
subsequently happened, when tae
counsels of unwisdom and intolerance
triumphed over the counsels of charity
and peace. But from the smoke of
conflict rose the rugged form of an-
other son of Kentucky speaking al-
most “as never man spake’: “With
malice toward none, with charity for
all, with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive
to finish the work we have begur,
that this nation, under God, shall have
2 new birth of freedom, and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the people
and for the people shall not perish
from the earth.”” When these words
were  spoken, Dpolitical freedom,
through political democracy was on
trial for its life. Today economic free-
dom througn economic democracy is
on trial. What will be the outcome?
Circumstances have again placed a
band of Kentuckians in their old place
—the place their forbears so often
filled with undying glory, at King's
Mountain, New Orleans, The Thames,

Ex-Congressman Kimball
 Endorses Burley Soctet,

~

In Hearty Sympathy With P

The following statement was given
to the press by the Hon. W. P. Kim-
ball, ex-Congressman from the Ash-
land (Ky.) distriet:

“I ocupy the same position now
that I have from the beginning of the
agitation for better prices for white
burley tobacco. I entertain the same|
sentiments as those expressed in the;
speeches delivered by me upon the
subject from 1903 down to last August.!
I am still opposed to all monopolies
and predatory trusts in general and
the Aemrican Tobacco Company in
particular.

“The growers’ organization that suc-
ceeded in pooling the 1906 and 1907
crops, and in cutting out the 1908 cropi

Pressors.
plished on acceunt of the unusually in-|
telligent leadership of the growers,:
and by their great courage, and in!
many instances by their individual sac-
rifices.

Some Friction Unavoidable.

on Mexico's Heights, and from Sumter
to Appomattox—and that place the|
van and fore-rront of battle. Behind:
you follow the hosts of the oppressed, |
ill-accoutered, undisciplined as yet.l
from whose lips go up to God and|
man: “You take our lives when you!
do take the means whereby we live.”|
A high privilege and sacred duty yoursl
to guide, instruct and deliver this peo-

ple, Fraternally yours, |
i

COMPROMISE SPIRIT

| ”
mendous odds, and raised the price
WII‘L AVERT DISCORD‘ of tobacco to a point where the grow-
os A |ers can obtain a legitimate return for
With Harmony Restored) their toil and investment it would be

Differences Will Be For- | |
gotten in Fraternity.

Now that harmony has been restored
between the leaders of the American So-|
ciety of Equity and the Burley Tobacco|
Society a word of caution might not be|
out of place. The problem of the Burley|
Tobacco Soclety wasg to poo] the tobacco|
under a pledge that would hold the tobac-
co and secure an economical and equitable
management of it. The pledge adopted by
the Burley soclety was
these two ends. The business end of it
was the function of the Burley Tobacco
Society.

The American Society of Equlity cher-
ishes the ideal of a national farmers or-
ganization of which every farmer shall be
& member. However desirable that may
be as an ideal. it must, like all other ideals,
be accomplished gradually—it cannot he
forced. But the ultimate end set by the
American Society of Equity is profitable
prices for farm products. That end with
reference to one farm produet was secured
through the agency ‘of the Burley Tobacco
Soclety, many of whose memberq were
not members of the American Society of
Equity. "4

If then the American Society of Equity
cannot see its plans and pojicies realized in
full it can with patience and wisdom
abide by a compromise and depend upon
the justice of its cause to win for it grad-
ually a fuller recognition of all that it
would have,

Cannot Turn Back,

It is a very present and practical condi-

tion that confronts tobacco growers. They

|cannot afford .to lose alj that a long hard

fight against the trust”has gained by con-
tinuing a wrangle over the best methods
to keep the ground that has already been
gained. Hold your ground by a method
and look to the future for the best method.

Moreover. a spirit of - vindictiveness
tends to alienate rather than to win ad-
herents. The American Society of Equitiy
cannot afford to destrov a pool this year
because of minor ohjections. The main
point has once heen secured and Is further
guaranteed by the Burley Tobacco Soclety.
There was never any reason why the edu-
cational organization should have come in
confiict with the business organization.
Both organizations have in the past done
well their allotted work; both can In the
future he depended upon to continue to do
well each in its own sphere. The life and
usefulness of both is endangered by dis-
sension, Don’t quarrel with the man you
hope to convert. Don’t decline all bread
because you get only a half loaf. All of
life i= a compromise. No individual or in-
stitution ever got all that it wanted as It
wanted it. Forget differences in a cordial
effort to pool every leaf grown to the end
that a sood price may be secured—a price
that will cover every expense from the
burning of the plant bed to the writing of
the'last check and closing the books, The
expenses of the selling organization are
just as legitimate expenses as the expenses
of production. These expenses should be
figured in fixing the price and the price
is not high enough until every expense
is covered and a legitimate profit left.

SUCCESS GOES BEYOND
INDIVIDUAL TO STATE

Good Tobaceo Prices Mean
Better Schools and Gen-
eral Prosperity.

“Kentuckians of all people should so use
their energies and their resources as to

t from them the largest possible re-
urns. We are heralded abroad as hav-
ing the largest number of illiterates of any
State in the Union except two. This prob-
lem of illiteracy is largely an economic
problem. TEducation must be fostered
largely by local taxation and a communi-
ties willingness to veote a local school tax
depends upon the property of that com-
munity. On the strength of selling tobac-
co at seventeen cents one township in the
burley belt voted a tax of 40 cents on the
$100 to establish a graded school. If the
tobacco goes back to six, seven and eight
cents the paying of this tax will work
hardship. Moreover. adult labor will he
employed in the fields instead of child
labor so that the children can be in school.

Rich Only In Resources,

We 2re constantly boasting that we are
the richest in natural resources of any
State in the Unlon. yet every school with-
in our borders needs financial strengthen-
ing that our citizens say they are unable
to give. On the contrary we send obse-
quious committees to Mr. Rockefeller, Mr,
Carnegie and others t6 beg for the sup-
port of our own institutions. Let us get
what our products are worth and main-
tain our own institutions. The governgr
vetoed the tuberculosis bills because of
state poverty. Let us get what is our
right and have the money for individual
opportunity, community interests and state
inatitutions. Let us awake to the true
sityation and as alive and alert citizens
de w:t‘{t for ourselves that we may do well

| tion should be broken up or crippled,
| either by internal dissension or a lack
| of appreciation by the growers of the

drawn to secure Ccage, but the moment his

_|fight made by the people for liberty

“That the organization sbhould cause
some friction was to have been expect-
In a few instances mistakes were
committed which no reasonable fore-
sight could have prevented. The peo-
ple had been goaded to desperation
by the oppression of the trusts, and
felt that they had become mere vas-
sals to the feudal lords who presided
over the tobacco trusts. It was to be!
expected that the fight would be car-
ried on with energy and not without
som® display of temper and irritation.
“Having triumphed over such tre-

little short of a crime if the organiza-

real condition that now

confronts
them. 1

Some Too Optimistle.

“The lion tamer may thrash the
king of beasts into submission and
make him cower in the corner of his
back is
?turned he will become a victim of the
|ferocity of his apparently subdued an-
|tagonist. The man that believes the
|fight of the tobacco growers is now
{permanently won is too optimistic to
|be practical, and little understands the
'power of the trust or thé real sentl-
!ments that guide those who control it
\ “Humiliated by defeat, it will em-
{ploy every means that craft and in-
|genuity can suggest to regain the van.
{tage ground that nas been lost, and re-
|sume the control of the situation. The
|only hope for the growers is to main-
{tain a permanent organization headed |
|by practical men who have had expe—]
|rience and been successful in big busi-
ness enterprises.

,‘ One Pool Is Necessary,

! “Should it be announced that there
jis to be two senarate and distinet|
pools of the 1909 Burley crop, the joy |
}of the American Tobacco Company's |
|magnates would ,be unbounded. One
1pool is absolutely necessary to secure
janything like a fair return for the
{tremendous crop of tobacco now being
!grown, but two pools would be worse
Ithan no pool at all, for each
iwould be used as a buffer against the
Iol‘her. and both would be destroyed
!in turn by their powerful opponent,

| “The present organization has the
'benefit of experience and is able to
|avoid the mistakes and repair the
weaknesses in the organization that
|were incident to its incipiency, It is
{now capable of making a more intelli-
gent and sagacious campaign than it
{would be possible for any new organ-
{zation to make. Its energies should
|be directed vigorously and unremit-
{tingly to building up the organization
‘on a permanent basis, fashioned along
Ilegitimate, modern business lines, Un-
|lesg this is done the victory that has
|been won wil] be thrown away,

Prophets of Evil Unavoidable.
“There never has been a successful

and right that there were not “Prop-
(hets of Evil” who opposed it and pie-
|dicted ruin to those who engaged in
|it. The Burley Tobacco Society has
been pursued by those ‘prophets’ from
the beginning, Some of them honest
and misguided—some of them emis-
saries and agents of this great an-
tagonist. There are those who op-
|posed every new movement, and pre-
{dlpt ruin for every new enterprise,

“The Burley Tobacco Society has
thad all of thése drawbacks to contend
|with from t start, yet it has suc-
|ceeded in tripling the price of tobacen
{to the growers. There may be some
|objections to some of the minor feu-
tures of the contract, and some of thc
acts of the officers and agents of the
society. The amount of money dis-
tributed among certain politicians may
seem to have been excessive for the
amount of influence they possess,
i Money Well Spent.
| “But after ail the money was well
spent. All these minor objections pale
into utter insignificance when we come
to compare them with the. great and
substantial resuits that have acerued
to the tobacco growers by reasons of
the White Burley Society, If mistakes
have been made in the past there is
ample time to correct them. The as-
sociation is a great Democratic organ-
ization in which its members may par-
ticipate in the election of those whao
are ta control the organization and its
future policies,

“I regard Mr, LeBus as an exceed-

gauged business man. He has verified

Stand Together for Common Good.—Friction Un-
avoidable But a Division Would Be a Crime.

‘Burley Tobaceo Society W,

ingly shrewd; vigorous and broad- |arises

ool, He Urges Farmors " ; '

by those who imagined that their leadll

ership would be more effective, Eve
Washington and Grani were not e
empt from such attacks If the Bur
ley Tobacco Society continues to

the tobacco growers in line ag

the trust and retain the present price
of tobacco, the money that has beer

and will be paid out for expenses willl’

be the best investment ever made by
practical business men,
Prosperity in the Balance,
“I am not a tobacco grower.
only interest I have ip this matter
the interest that every good ecitizen
should have in the general prosperity
of the community, and in the success
of those who till the earth, for they

won the most magnificent victory ever|are the greatest factors in the creatiogh
achieved by farmers over their op- of national wealth. I have had no co
These results weré accom- ference or interview with the lead

of the Burley Tobacco Society and t
public will doubtless bear me witng
that there is no particular reason w
I should cherish for them any unusu
affection or be on any very close tern!
of intimacy with them,

“But I believe that upon the s
cess or failure of Mr. LeBus and
associates to pool a substantial
centage of the 1809 crop rests
future prosperity of the tobacco gro
ers, and the happiness of those
pendent upon them. A division of
Burley forces at this time means
ruin of the cause they are figh
for, !

“Believeing this to be true I cou
pot wish them anything but compl
success.”

MAILING LIST TO ,
CONVEY INFORMATI

.

be Able to Reach Me 3
bers by Letter

e

Much has been sald about the
ficulty of getting information from feo
Winchester office and members of \rg
pool as well as newspaper reporti,
have complained of a dearth of Nepn
Much of the trouble experienced yg
this’ score was due to lack of seriap.
reflection. Aftér the spectacular |eq
iod was passed the business set
down into a well defined groove
as any business {s apt to do.

The Burley Tobacco Society had g
tobacco and thé American Tobaye
Company had the money and th
was nothing to do but to wait' ¥
the American Tobacco Company go
ready to make a fair exchange.

Whenever there was a sale made
was reported to the papers and be
tween times there was only routine
business and clerical work, Often al-
most a whole session of an Executive
Committee meeting would be consum-
ed with the affairs of one particular
county and it would not have been
helpful to the movement or fair to
the county to have made public the
matters under discussion.

There were however gometimes,
matters that it would have been well
to get to members of the pool that it
was not desirable to .communicate
througn the public prints. But the
Society did not have a mailing list of
its members and it had no paper of
its own,

At one time the District Board pass-
ed a resolution authorizing the Press
Committee to buy the necessary
equipment and to establish a paper.
The Press Committee felt wholly un-
prepared to launch into the field of
journalism and did not make the ven-
ture—mainly because of a feeling of
unfitness and unpreparedness for such
an undertaking.

Much of the complaint that came
from newspapers was due to the fact,
first, that the newspaper expected
sometning when nothing was to be
hadl, and second, that the naturally
reticent farmers who composed the of-
ficial bodies has a small sense of in-
cident and no faculty of making a good
story out of nothing,

The whole trouble with a farmers’
organization is due to misapprehension
angd lack of information. Farmers as 2
class are apprehensive and inclined to
be suspicious. Any false reports in
newspapers tend to create dissatisfac-
tion and unrest. Conclusions drawn
from false data are naturally faise.

It is the wish of the board to be in
direct communication with the mem-
bers of the society and it hoves to find
means of establishing such commun-
ication. The present campaign will
result in a complete mailing list of
all growers in and out of the pool. This
will enable the board to reach every
member by circular letter. The matter
too of a newspaper devoted to the in-
terests of the grower is under consider-
ation. Much hag been accomplished;

-

| much remains to be accomplished. Be

patient and lend a hand.

WILL POOL AS ONE
MAN IN MASON

A Maysville dls*teh to the Cincinnat
Enquirer says: “The last few days hert
developed better conditions, which now bic
fair to show a weight crop of whitf
burley tobacco In this county. Ordinarily
September 1 is early enough to expect ¢
cut tobacco, yet now farmers are piepa’-
ing to do this very thing next week. Most
of the crop is so well advanced as to 1ead
:’r;;mt& ey ntr‘.’ made. The lcre-'ll?sgz
above the mormal, but the we
is f helow, This + condition

every prediction that I made
in my throu zho A
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